
REVOLUTIONS AND UNREST

Military Strength and Morale
● The Russian military was ill-prepared for the demands of modern warfare. It su�ered from inadequate supplies, outdated

equipment, and poor leadership.
● The losses and defeats on the Eastern Front, coupled with the harsh conditions and high casualties, led to a decline in morale

among the soldiers.
● Soldiers were often poorly trained and poorly equipped, leading to low combat e�ectiveness.
● Desertion rates increased as the war dragged on, further weakening the military.

Alcohol Prohibition
● The Russian government implemented alcohol prohibition in 1914 in an attempt to improve productivity and combat social

issues related to alcohol consumption.
● However, the prohibition policy had unintended consequences. It led to the growth of an underground alcohol market, with

bootlegging and illegal production becoming widespread.
● The prohibition also resulted in a loss of government revenue from alcohol sales, which further strained the already struggling

economy.

Inflation
● The war caused significant inflation in Russia, leading to a sharp increase in prices. This inflation eroded the purchasing power

of the population and contributed to widespread economic hardship.
● The government's decision to abandon the gold standard and print more money to finance the war exacerbated inflation.
● Workers' wages did not keep up with the rising cost of living, leading to increased poverty and discontent among the working

class.

Food and Transport Crisis
● The war disrupted food production and distribution in Russia. Agricultural productivity declined due to the requisitioning of

horses and fertilizers for the military, and the prioritization of food supplies for the army.
● Food shortages became widespread, particularly in urban areas, leading to hunger and famine-like conditions.
● The transport system, especially the railways, was overwhelmed by the demands of the war. The transportation of troops and

supplies to the frontlines took precedence over civilian needs, further exacerbating the food and fuel shortages.
● The breakdown of the transport system resulted in the inability to distribute food and other essential goods e�ciently, leading

to waste and further exacerbating the crisis.

Living Conditions
● The combination of inflation, food shortages, and deteriorating living conditions resulted in widespread su�ering among the

Russian population.
● People faced long queues and hours of waiting for necessities, and disease and malnutrition became common.
● Unsatisfactory housing conditions, lack of insulation, and inadequate sanitation contributed to the deterioration of living

conditions.
● The deteriorating situation created a sense of desperation and unrest among the population, increasing social tensions and

the potential for social unrest.

These five major areas - military strength and morale, alcohol prohibition, inflation, food and transport crisis, and living conditions -
all contributed to the destruction of the Tsarist regime during World War I. The war exposed and exacerbated the underlying
problems and weaknesses of the Tsarist system, leading to widespread discontent, social unrest, and ultimately, the downfall of Tsar
Nicholas II in the Russian Revolution of 1917.

The inclusion of Rasputin in the discussion highlights one of the factors contributing to the decline of the Tsardom, but it is important
to note that Rasputin alone cannot be seen as the sole cause of the Tsarist regime's collapse. Rasputin's influence over the Tsarina
and the rumours and scandals surrounding him undermined the credibility of the Tsarist government and added to the discontent
among the Russian population. However, the issues facing Russia during World War I were much broader and deeper than Rasputin's
presence.

The problems of weak military leadership, food shortages, inflation, and deteriorating living conditions were major factors that
contributed to the collapse of the Tsarist regime. The Tsar's assumption of direct command of the army in 1915 further exposed his
lack of military expertise and leadership skills. The military failures and high casualties, coupled with the hardships faced by the
civilian population, eroded support for the Tsar and his government.

Additionally, administrative chaos and frequent changes in key ministerial positions added to the sense of instability and
ine�ectiveness of the Tsarist government. The inability of the Tsar to address the growing opposition and respond to the demands for
political and social reforms further fueled the discontent and led to a loss of support even among those who had been staunch
supporters of the Tsar.

Rasputin's presence in the Tsar's court, while emblematic of the Tsarist government's failings, should be seen as part of a broader
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pattern of weak leadership, poor decision-making, and a disconnect between the ruling elite and the needs of the Russian people.
The collapse of the Tsardom was a culmination of these factors and the result of a broader crisis in governance and socio-economic
conditions in Russia at the time.

February Revolution:
The February 1917 Revolution marked the fall of Tsardom in Russia. It began with protests and strikes in Petrograd, driven by rumours
of food shortages. International Women's Day on February 23 saw thousands of women joining the protests, demanding an end to the
war and more food. By February 25, Petrograd was in a city-wide strike, with attempts to disperse the strikers hindered by sympathetic
police. General Khabalov, the commander of the Petrograd garrison, reported to the Tsar that restoring order was impossible. In
response, the Tsar dissolved the Duma, but twelve members formed the Provisional Committee, and the Petrograd Soviet of Soldiers,
Sailors, and Workers Deputies was formed. The partnership between the Provisional Committee and the Petrograd Soviet lasted until
the October Revolution when the Bolsheviks seized power. The February Revolution showed widespread discontent with Tsardom and
set the stage for the Bolsheviks' rise under Lenin. Tsar Nicholas II abdicated on March 2, 1917.

Lenin's Return and its Impact:
Lenin's return in April 1917 marked a shift in Bolshevik strategy towards the Provisional Government. Unlike Stalin and Kamenev, who
advocated cooperation with the Provisional Government, Lenin called for a complete overthrow and the transfer of power to the
Soviets. His April Theses included slogans like "All power to the Soviets" and "No support for the Provisional Government." His radical
stance gained traction among disillusioned workers and soldiers, leading to the breakdown of cooperation with the Provisional
Government.

Germany's Role in the Russian Revolution:
Germany saw the turmoil in Russia as an opportunity to weaken its enemy and facilitated Lenin's return to Russia in April 1917. The
cooperation between the Bolsheviks and Germany led to accusations of treason and collusion with the enemy. Lenin, however, saw it
as a means to end Russia's involvement in the war and establish a socialist state. German support played a significant role in shaping
the revolution and the Bolsheviks' rise to power.

Lenin's Understanding of Russia's Problems and the Provisional Government's Failures:
Lenin recognized the dissatisfaction among the working class, peasants, and soldiers, focusing on the issues of war, land distribution,
and workers' rights. His April Theses directly addressed these concerns, gaining widespread support among the urban and rural
poor. As the Provisional Government struggled to find solutions, Lenin's message of revolution and the promise of a better future
gained traction.

Lenin's Self-interest and the Bourgeois Provisional Government:
Lenin's self-interest lay in pursuing his revolutionary agenda and transforming Russian society according to his vision. While his
motivations may have di�ered from those of the Provisional Government members, his ability to tap into popular discontent and rally
support played a crucial role in the Bolsheviks' rise to power.

The July Days and Failed Uprising:
The July Days marked a failed uprising against the Provisional Government, revealing the disunity among the opposition. The
Bolsheviks, along with other groups, were involved in the uprising, but it lacked coordination and a clear plan. The Provisional
Government swiftly quelled the unrest, highlighting their strength at the time.

Peasants and the Land Issue:
The land issue played a crucial role in the unrest and dissatisfaction among the peasants. The Provisional Government's failure to
address land reform e�ectively led to widespread peasant uprisings, and the Bolsheviks aligned themselves with the peasants'
demands.

The Kornilov A�air:
General Kornilov's opposition to the post-February climate and his failed attempt to assert control further weakened the Provisional
Government. The incident provided the Bolsheviks with an advantage, highlighting the Provisional Government's weaknesses and
setting the stage for the October Revolution.

The Bolshevik Seizure of Power:
The Bolsheviks successfully seized power from October 25th to 27th, 1917. The Red Guards took the Winter Palace with little resistance,
and the Provisional Government members fled. The Bolsheviks declared supreme control over Russia, with Lenin as the Chief Minister.

The Success of the Bolsheviks in the October Revolution:
The Bolsheviks' success in the October Revolution can be attributed to the weaknesses of the Provisional Government, the presence of
the Military Revolutionary Committee, the weakness of non-Bolshevik parties, the Bolsheviks' ruthless determination, mutual
misunderstandings, and Lenin's political prominence.

Historiography of the October Revolution:
Historians present varying perspectives on the October Revolution, with views ranging from triumph to minority group coup, from an
unfinished revolution to cultural transformation. The debate over its significance continues, providing diverse interpretations.
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Lenin's Measures to Consolidate Power:
Lenin implemented measures such as democratic centralism, state capitalism, land and workers' control, the formation of the Cheka,
and the establishment of Sovnarkom to consolidate Bolshevik control and implement their revolutionary agenda. These actions
aimed to redistribute resources and consolidate power in the hands of the party.

Unintended Consequences and Opposition:
Some measures, such as workers' control, nationalization of industry, and purging of the civil service, faced opposition and had
unintended consequences, including declines in industrial production and challenges from within the party.

Opposition Suppression:
The Bolshevik government closed the opposition press, outlawed political parties, and established the Cheka as a security
organization to suppress opposition. The regime encouraged class warfare, which resonated with the working class but alienated the
middle classes.

In summary, the February and October Revolutions, along with the actions and policies of the Bolshevik government under Lenin,
marked a period of significant upheaval and change in Russia. These events and measures had profound and lasting impacts on the
country's political, social, and economic landscape.
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